Suffolk Village of the Year 2011

- the Parish of Mendh am; the villages of Mendham and
Withersdale Street

s St

From a relatively small Parish of two geographically separate villages a community has come
together over the years to achieve so much. The community spirit that has developed is
becoming ever stronger today with support for some really major initiatives. We are so proud
to present the Parish of Mendham for 6Suffolk V
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Introduction

Thisis an application for the competitonof 6 Suf f ol k Vi | | a g efirsipértofthise Year 0.

document is kept  brief, is aligned with the items suggested on the application guidelines  and
uses headings that correspond with the marking system. The second part contains additional

information which we believe enhances the story we tell . It is presented in an abbreviated
not form making it easier to read and whilst gaining an overall impression of the parish. Much
more detail could be given and many exhib its could be shown if the judges were to visit the
parish.

The preparation of this document has been very stimulating for the community and very
enlightening as well. Some peopleinthe Parishdi dndét realise the full
achievements in the past - and even today.

Parish of two villages
This application describes the Parish of Mendham w hich has approximately 400 residents
living in the two villages of Mendham and Withersdale Street.

Contact
Ms K Ferrar Tel: 01379 852125
Melrose
The Street kathy ferrar@aol.com
Mendham Parish website: www.mendham.org.uk
HARLESTON

Norfolk 1P20 ONH

Community spirit

Communication
7 Notice boards & weather -protected boards are  situated in both villages, with other
facilities also present in both churches, pub, Village Hall and on the website . The
notice boards are used for official announcements and routinely to display event

posters.

1 5Alive & our lively Parish magazine , which is supported by 5 villages
and actively em ployed by Mendham for communication of events and
initiatives

1 Flyers 8 depending on importance flyers will be included in 5Alive or
dropped through doors by volunteers , most recently used for
information about CoCo  (Mendham & Withersdale  Community
Council) AGM

1 Pew sheet 8used in All Saints, upd ated each week with items of
interest including village events

1 Website & frequently updated  with
useful information and news items
notice s of events and event reports.
Has an extensive gallery of nearly




il

2,000 pictures , ranging from old villa ge photograph s to recent
Text alerts 8 an initiative utilising new technology to increase
via telephone, email or  mobile phone text based communication

How we w elcome newcomers

|l

f
il
il

Personal visit 8 from neighbours or representatives of organisat
the location

Parish we bsite & announcement on front page

5Alive announcement & similar announcement in 5Alive
Pew sheet & Announcement if appropriate

Involving everyone in village activities

|l

events.
quick communication

ions depending on

Village Hall & has a policy of running some fre e c ommunity events of a varied nature

to attract a range of people as well as the usual fund raising events
everyone?d

-0somet hi

Promotion d8event sare always well promoted,  especially the free ones , e.g. Royal
Wedding where nearly 60 people attended to watch the event on the big screen

Technology facilities

f
f
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Village
)l

Website & available for contributions from individuals and village organisations

Village hal |internet readiness 8 structured data cabling isin-built ready for internet

access when demand increase s

PC projector & screen 8 available for various events, recent usage beinga R ace

Evening, Youth Club , Royal Wedding
Text alert initiative

ng

Hall

Increasing range of events - Aerobics ,
keep fit, patient exercise, line dancing,
pilates, youth club , table tennis, birthday
parties , race evenings, organisation
meetings and AGMs, bell ringers, choir,
coffee mornings, public meetings,
gardeners question time, MUGA

planning meetings, photography

sessions, jazz gigs, Big Breakfast, Royal
Wedding, school pa rties, polling station,
horticultural shows, Carol singing, flight
simulator sessions, table top sales, quiz nights, a utumn fayre,
pudding supper, Over 60 dShiatsuWwog,
show, wedding a nniversary, wedding breakfast... and

growing!

OperaBabe Rebecca Knight & world famous opera singer
opened the hall in April 2010; an occasion which brought  the
community together with over 100 people attending this

official opening

Usage statistics 8 over 600 bookings in 18 months since
opening, used every weekday night and some days

f

or



{1 Liaison with other village halls 8 we have provided consultancy to other halls and
have also studied other halls for new ideas

1 Old building replacement 8 Old WW 2 buildings on playing field are currently
utilised for stora ge but a proposal is being prepared this summer to replace them with
a pavilion facility

Local business liaison
1 Dog Show & supported by sponsorship from around 30 local businesses and the
presence of commercial trade stalls , both local and larger companies
T Advertising on website 8 being discussed to see if there is sufficient demand

Inter -village activities
1 Website liaison &through mendham.org.uk, metfield.org.uk
71 Inter-village games 8 about 10 cooperating villages ; we always enter and for a
small Parish do surprisingly well , coming third in 2010 . We hop e to host the games in
2012 (to be confirmed)

Organisations

1  Community Council (CoCo) 8 coordinates all other organisations , supports
initiatives with grants , runs a fund -raising tote, organises a major event each summer

1 Youth Club &re-starting in the new Village Hall, this major success story has 68
members between the ages of 5 and 12 years and runs weekly with varied activities

1 Mendham Primary School & A well established school of 45 children with many eco
awards, currently establishing a formal p  artnership with another local school at Hoxne

1T Over &ubedilkage hall ( with fees supported by CoCo), coffee mornings, lunches
and trips - =

T Horticultural Society 8 runs major spring and
autumn show sat the Village Hall , with classes for
adults and children ; increasingly well attended
with record entries t his spring

1 Inter-village sports 8 Mendham & Bput is
organised by CoCo

{1 Friends of Mendham School Association 8
provides financial support for school purchases,
e.g. waterpro ofs for children used when planting trees. Has well established
Strawberry Fayre and a race evening

1 Table Tennis &8 the local team plays weekly, in the Norfolk league. Joint purchase of
new table with Youth Club , leading to coaching  to encourage children 0 mterest

1 Community Bus &a great success for over thirty
years, used by villagers for shopping trips and
organisations for private hire . Under threat from new W. | v———
local demand responsive services

1 Wo me nlistitute 6 evening talks in the Village Hall,
fascin ating guest speakers, trips and other events

1 1st Responders 8 a valuable service provided a
group of trained villagers,  supporting the Norfolk T e |
Ambulance Service

T Traffic Calming Steering Group & an active group



recently formed to tackle the issues of lorry noise and speeding through Withersdale
Street; supported by our local MP, County, District and  Parish Councillors

7 Oil buying groups &we have two active oil buying groups inthe  Parish

1 Poor lands & a charity that rents a small piece of old allotment land t o a local farmer
and distributes the proceeds to the needy at Christmas

1 CoCosick fund &a small fund available from CoCo for the needy administered by
individuals within the charity

1 Broadband development group d A few locals gathered together from Mendham ,
Fressingfield and Metfield to enter BTO6s Race to
scoring the fourth highest score nationally . They are now lobbying local and national
politicians to ensure these villages in a remote rural area  do not suffer fro m the Digital
Divide and receive high speed broadband  services to the premises .

Notable items
{1 Birthplace of Sir Alfred Munnings 8 born in 1878, son of John Mu nnings, Miller of

Mendham, Suffolk. Alfred revealed artistic talents at a very early age and went onto
be elected President of the Royal Academy in 1944 and was knighted in the same
year .

1 River Waveney 8 flows through Mendham marshes on its way towards the sea

1 Willow trees & grown by the river , the se are harvested after 18 years to make cricket
ba ts; replacement with new saplings makes this a highly sustainable local enterprise

1 Mendham Priory 8 sadly now a pile of rubble buta recognised ancient monument

1 Ancient hedge & a 100m length of hedge that is designated as having special
interest due to its age and species mixture

1 School reading volunteers 8 visit the school most day sto help children improve
their reading

1 Parish Plan & survey recently completed and
publicised o nthe Parish website. A very high 82%
response!

1 Recycling 6&the centre basedin  Mendham car park
provides income to the  Parish Council

1 Contribution to MUGA & significant donations have
come from the Parish Council, Community Council, All
Saints, the Withersdale Youth and Football Club and
the village hall

1 Tote/small lottery & a licensed lottery operated by
the Community Council

1 Holiday accommodation & B&Bisavailable on a
number of local farms T oo e

1 Studio Landia & a Day Hom(.a for the elderly which is - é ’ o
well supported by the community - va

1 Angles Way - passes through the village on its way to
the N orth Sea

1 All Saints Church 8 positioned in Mendham next to the river Waveney, first
referenced in 1200 with a major rebuild in the mid 14 th century

1 St Mary Magdalene C hurch 8in Withersdale Street has many Norman features

Mendham Parish Plan
Full Report — January 2011

Vienaans Porsh soles Te vilsges of Winarsdue o

LOTTENY PUNDED




6 Engl and dest Churchbe8 @ in Bis book Simon Jenkins mentions St Mary
Magdalene Church

Pevsner d mentions All Saints and St Mary Magdalene  Churches , The Red House and
the cloisters, all in Withersdale Street

All Saints window replacement & the east window has recently been replaced with
an ascension image

Preservation & the remains of the origin al decoration in All Saints is preserved in the
ridge between the ridge chancel / knave

Farming &mixed, with arable, rare breed cattle, marsh based grazing, Suffolk Punch
horses

Denis Pye 8 our local poet who  supports local events and  has had his work publ ished

Regatta 0 an enjoyable biennial event coming under threat from insurance pressures
Summer Fete & a chance for the whole community to bask in the sunshine, have a
picnic and meet each other

Dog Show & the 8t year, supported by the  Kennel Club and with sponsorship from
local businesses and trade stalls , it was even bigger in 2011 raising £2,500 for the
Village Hall and half of that going towards the MUGA project

Carol Singing 8 every year around the villages in the Community Bus and then back

to the Village Hall for an impromptu concert

Christmas trees & erected in both villages , with lights

Charity fundraising 8 carol singing has provided donations for Air Ambulance, St

John Ambulance, Studio Landia and Quidenham Hospice (g ELY CATHEDRA
Songs for Mendham & held initially at A Il Saints Church meuple -

and then at Ely Cathedral with the Britten Sinfonia ~ with | BRITTEN SINFONIA
poems a nd singing by Mendham Parishioners. A CD was SOLOISTS e S
published in April 2011 . by i
All Saints Produce market & a very popular social event Saturday 23+ May 2009 - 7.30pm

held at All Saints during the summer where local produce Franz Schubert, Clande
issold or exchanged e
Annual Horticultural Show s - spring and autumn shows
with entries by adults and  increasingly from children in the \
village

Open Gardens 8 a selection of gardens inthe  Parish are %
open ed for a weekend for visitorsto tour and perhaps enjoy acr eam
tea

Tapestry Concert &in All Saints Church , an evening of Acapella by

the Suffolk group Tapestry

Mendham School Sports Day & Strawberry Fayre 8 FOMSA
(Friends of Mendham School Association) support the sports day by
serving strawberries and cream

Christmas Cra cker 8 a seasonal craft fair organised by All Saints :
Chiurch ALL SAINTS' CH
Jazz at Mendham Mill & an occasional Jazz gig down at the old mill
on Summer evening s

Friday, September 7t

iy

ra Acelof
stfor Mend

s by
Richard Strauss = Debussy
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MENDHAM

BRITTEN SINFONIA
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New hedgerows 8 more than 250 plants laid at the Village Hall this year and
hundreds elsewhere in the Parish and always made into an event
Flog it for Florence & an auction of promises held for a local girl to support her at the

Royal School of Ballet ( over £10,000 raised so far)

Coffee morning 8 held regularly at the village hall

A new spinney & planted near the village hall by the school
children

Village Hall opening ceremony 8 by world famous OperaBabe
Rebecca Knight , former resident of the Parish

Summer fete 8 organised by the Community Council on the
playing field

Harvest Lunch 8 an annual event to raise money for St Mary
Ma g dal e n ghérsdale W

Parish Plan - research, publication & distribution of questionnaire

and the publication of the final report

Table Top Sale 8 held from time to time  in the village halll
A MUGA for Mendham & an o ngoing project to build a Multi Use Games Area for

the community next to the village hall

Community Orchard 8 planted at the playing field  in 2010, followed by Gardeners
Question Time in the village hall

Jazz in Village Hall & another jazz gig but thisti me in the hall with afternoon and
evening sessions

Tree birthday 8 Mendham school children revisit the trees they planted during 2010,
and recently planted one for a teacher who is leaving and had a birthday party for

the trees

Nest boxes 8 Mendham school children erect nesting boxes in All Saints Church yard
Youth Club - held every Friday evening in the village hall
Ov er -@liryss lunches and afternoon teas held on a regular basis

Rogation Service & held each year by All Saints  Church , walking around Mendham
village singing hymns and blessing the community

New Year 0s deachenewyearrint yhe village hall

Remembrance Sunday & held at the War Memorial in Mendham with the

Mendham school children attending

I t ds a Knew torkSumnter 2011 on the playing field... adults versus children!
Annual bike ride 8 each year an organised bike ride a  round the villages in aid of

Suffolk Churches

Heritage Exhibition & held to coincide with the
Queen's Golden Jubilee in June 2002

All Saints Heritage Displays & a displa y is
maintained in All Saints using the 2002 heritage
information

A Tale of Two Villages &a DVD resulting from
the heritage project , involving the whole

community in researching and presenting the
history of the Parish

Race evening 8 held in the village hall by











































