MENDHAM AND WITHERSDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD AFTER THE AGM ON

MONDAY 27TH APRIL 2009
Present

Graham Taylor (Chairman)



Kathy Ferrar (Secretary)



Mary Watson (Over 60’s/Mendham Sick Fund)



Robert Watson (Treasurer)



Linda Hunter (Horticultural Society)



Delise Musgrove (Community Bus)



Beryl Gooch (Mendham PCC)



Marj Hudson (Withersdale PCC)

Tony Fox (New Village Hall)



Stacey Whatling (New Village Hall)


Jill Kent (Youth & Football)



Zoe de Boehmler (FOMSA)

Apologies 
Tracey Tompkins, Dot & Percy Caley
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 9th FEBRAURY

The Minutes of the 9th February meeting were agreed to be signed as a true record

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

None

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from Mendham PCC requesting donation for Churchyard maintenance

A letter from Withersdale PCC requesting a donation for Churchyard maintenance

These were proposed by Mary Watson and Stacey Whatling seconded.

Mary Watson informed us the Over 60’s would not be making a request until the NVH is up and running.

Delis Musgrove said that Community Bus were very grateful for the £100.00 donation in 2008 and requested same for 2009, this was proposed by Linda Hunter and seconded by Mary Watson.

Delise also informed us that 10 years ago the Bus was operating with a surplus of £700.00 and currently has a deficit of £2720.00.  

.

TREASURERS REPORT




Cash in hand
£   49.61



Bank

£ 686.56




Savings

£3404.08

TOTAL



£4140.25

REPORTS FROM ORGANISATIONS
FOMSA
Zoe de Boehmler told us that they had to cancel the Italian Night because the take up rate was very low. The Beach Party on 20th June, in the Barn is going ahead. Jill Kent said that the tickets should be on sale now, Zoe said they will be shortly. Zoe also asked the meeting where the best place to advertise events is. The overall consensus is to place a flyer in Five Alive. 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Linda Hunter reported that the Spring Show had been a great success. The weather had been very sunny which brought the people out. There were more children’s entries this year. The Autumn Show will be on September 19th, hopefully in the NVH.

OVER 60’s

Mary Watson told us that they had celebrated their 52nd lunch at the Rumburgh Buck. Membership is down and they would like to have a recruitment drive by holding a Coffee Morning at the NVH but if that is not available, they would like to hold a Car Boot Sale. Mary’s understanding is that if a member of the NVH Committee was unable to attend, that she as a Parish Councillor and Trustee of the NVH could officially run the event. Stacey Whatling thought there would be a problem with the Public Liability Insurance but will investigate, she also explained that as the NVH Committee organise their own events and the proceed go to the NVH they were covered for Public Liability. Kathy Ferrar pointed out that the Parish Council pays an annual Insurance for Public Liability, for cover up to £5million and thought that this should cover all eventualities. Kathy will check with Dawn Cavilla (Parish Clerk) and report back.
COMMUNITY BUS

Delise Musgrove said that Dawn Dawson has retired as Treasurer but has been replaced. The Community Bus will celebrate its thirtieth birthday this year. The new bus appears to be more costly on fuel than the old bus. There is much less income than in previous years. (See DM’s Annual report). They desperately need new passengers. They seem to clash with Dial a Ride, which is a mystery as you are unable to use the bus pass, whereas you can use it on the Community Bus. Mary Watson pointed out that with Dial a Ride, if you live in Harleston you pay but if you live in Mendham you don’t have to pay, the difference is between the different policies of Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils.

WITHERSDALE PCC

Marj Hudson said she had little to report. The new Vicar, Susan Loxton has proved popular and is liked very much. The PCC is hoping to hold a Coffee Morning at some time. The Withersdale Harvest Festival Service will be on Sunday September 27th at 3.0 p.m.

MENDHAM PCC

Beryl Gooch announced following events to take place

19th May a Public Meeting in All Saints Church to reveal the revised plans for the extension.

23rd May A concert at Ely Cathedral featuring Lita Manners

27/28th June Open Gardens in Mendham in aid of All Saints. Concert in the evening of 27th
11th July Produce Market in the Churchyard

4th June Polling Station in the Church (as NVH not yet available)

All of these events will be promoted in Five Alive

TIDDLY TOTS

Jill Kent, on behalf of Tracey said they continue to meet at various peoples houses, during school term time.
TOTE

Jill Kent, on behalf of Tracey, informed us that the campaign of putting slips through doors had received a good response. They had lost 7 subscribers but had recruited 7 new ones.
YOUTH CLUB

Jill said that the Club is still suspended, pending the opening of the New Village Hall.
FOOTBALL

Jill told us that the Football Club had a good season and ended in 4th place in League Division 2.
NEW VILLAGE HALL
Tony Fox thanked the Committee for their Financial Support during 2008. They are currently awaiting sign off by the Planners which they are hoping to get in the next few days. S far as the landscaping of the site is concerned they have arranged a Contractor. There is a long list of voluntary jobs still outstanding, but it is proving difficult to recruit people to undertake the tasks. 
An application form for a Premises License has been completed and posted, there is a copy in Five Alive, and there will be notices on the Notice boards and the gates of the NVH. If there are no objections the license will be granted in 28 days, if there are any objections it will take an additional 28 days. It is possible that residents might object to late opening hours, serving food late at night, etc. Stacey had completed the forms which had been a grind as there were so many to complete. Graham Taylor asked if the disabled ramp had been done, Tony told us it had not. Mary Watson asked if they were ok for funding, Tony told us funding was not a problem. Mary then suggested that it would be quicker to pay somebody to do some of the jobs, Stacey said they were holding back money for the fabric of the building. Mary said that the football team might undertake the work involved in the Changing Rooms but was told that workload is covered. Jill Kent said that if they paid someone to do the work to get the Hall up and running so that events could be held there this will bring in funds. Stacey said that they can’t open until the jobs are done and they can’t get support to do the jobs. Catch 22 situations.
FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS IN 2009
It was agreed that the main event will be the picnic on 12th July. Jill Kent had been in touch with Funforce who are unfortunately booked on that date. Jill had also tried a few other children’s entertainment companies, but they were also unavailable. It was suggested that we might change the date, but as it has been promoted in Five Alive since February, we agreed that it should remain the same. Zoe said that she had a long list of children’s entertainment companies. Graham suggested that we organise the afternoon ourselves. Mary believes that we need someone like Funforce to organise the afternoon and keep the children engaged in activities. Jill thinks that more people will come if we have a children’s entertainer. Graham and Zoe thought that we could do these ourselves. Marj suggested face painting for the children. In the end we all agreed to organise it ourselves with the following activities, hiring a Bouncy Castle (GT to arrange), a game of Rounders (GT to organise) Pony Rides (Zoe will organise the supply of ponies and supervise the rides) a fancy hat competition, face painting (we will all search for a face painter), we will hold a raffle to pay for the bouncy castle, a raffle prize will be donated by each organisation.
Inter Village Sports. Graham is managing this event on behalf of Mendham and Withersdale. He will be putting up posters on the noticeboards recruiting applicants. Jill suggested that it be handed out at the School. There is a long list of events, Marj thought that she could get volunteers to take part in the quiz. Graham was unable to give us the dates of each event but it was agreed that these should be publicised along with the posters.
The Autumn Event will be The Village Get Together and Draw on October 9th, this will be discussed at a later meeting.

Graham asked if anyone would create posters for 12th July event KAF agreed to do so.

AOB

Delise said that we should be creating and running a village website, she pointed out that Metfield is concentrating its efforts in this direction and what a cohesive village it is and what a pity that we did not have the same attitudes in our villages. Graham said that he gets very annoyed that people in our villages will not get involved. KAF said that Colin Herbert had undertaken a great deal of work last year in setting up a website, so before we do anything we should speak to Colin and understand how near he is to completing the work. Graham said that we should invite him to our next meeting (KAF to arrange).

It was pointed out that neither the WI nor the Parish Council have any representative on the Committee (KAF to compose letter to each Chairman for GT to sign).

Mary Watson asked whether we should have a meeting regarding the Intervillage Sports event, Graham did not thing this necessary.
DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 8th June at 7.30 p.m. in Mendham School

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

